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15/2/10
Dear Sir or Madam,
Dennistoun Community Council’s Response to Rail 2014 Consultation

We are writing on behalf of the Dennistoun community with regard to your
Rail 2014 consultation. Your strictly tailored form doesn't provide the
opportunity to address the points we want to raise. We would suggest that a
consultation considering the possibility of station closure without the
response form permitting discussion of the merits of individual stations does
not represent a valid accounting of people's views.

This response has been drafted after consulting Dennistoun residents via a
widely used community website to ensure the comments are as
representative as possible.

Local councillors have been assured that there are no definite plans to close
any station in Glasgow, yet the consultation paper lists the savings to be made
by the closure of stations located less than a mile from other stations. The
Fact Sheet issued a month after the consultation document lists Duke Street
Station as one of those located within a mile of other stations.

We would be opposed to the closure of Duke Street Station for the reasons
enumerated below.

1. Selecting stations for possible closure on the basis that they're located less
than a mile from another station seems flawed to us. In densely populated
areas such as Dennistoun this could surely be considered desirable and
necessary. Your document listing stations located less than a mile from
another station neglects to mention numerous other Glasgow stations located
less than a mile from others Queen Street and Central among them. Would
you seriously consider closing either of those on that basis?

2. Averaging the £208,000 annual savings among the 11 Glasgow stations
noted as being located less than a mile from another station works out at just
under £19,000 per station. The money spent upgrading Duke Street station
for disability compliance in recent years is far greater than several years
worth of proposed savings.

3. Duke Street is the only station in an area with a population in excess of
15,000 that is disability compliant.

4. The costs involved in rendering another Dennistoun station disability
compliant would dwarf the annual savings figure.



5. Your own figures show that over 74,000 people now use Duke Street
station every year, a figure that has increased by 50% over the past five years
and is still increasing.

6. Since the Spring 2011 price rises people in Dennistoun pay a
disproportionately high bus fare for a single journey into the city or back, so
it's likely that passenger numbers for 2011 will show another significant
increase.

7. Duke Street station is the nearest station in the area to Parkhead Forge
shopping centre, and less than a quarter of a mile from the massive new
Tesco store in Dennistoun.

8. Figures show that over 60% of Dennistoun's population don't have a car,
so closing the station would target the people that need it most.

9. Dividing the £19,000 that closing Duke Street Station would save among
the 74,000 people that use the station gives a figure of marginally over 25p
per passenger per year. [s even considering closing a station for this sum
really justifiable?

10. Your consultation document is titled Rail 2014, and 2014 is when the
Commonwealth Games take place in venues largely less than a mile from
Duke Street Station. While the games are brief in duration, it would not only
be local residents inconvenienced by closing the station prior to the event.

11. Any closure of Duke Street station would appear to be at odds with the
recent City Plan consultation, which mentioned the possible future
construction of a line linking Duke Street with Carntyne station.

12. The possible closure does not take into account the potential future
development of an area currently undergoing significant change.

Yours sincerely,

Dennistoun Community Council



